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Group Notes - “Unbroken Fellowship with the Father”
Week 4

THEME FOR THE WEEK: Confidence & Surrender

INTRODUCTION:
In this week’s group discussion, we are going to look at what keeps us from experiencing and enjoying His presence like we were created to.
We so often hear that God is with us, but why does it not always feel like its true? We hear of God’s goodness, that he is for is, but why does this also feel like it’s not always true.  

QUESTION TO ANSWER IN THIS SESSION:
1- What hinders us from the most from entering His presence with boldness?
2- What effect does this have on our day to day life?

DISCUSSION:
Guilt & Shame 
· Ons of the biggest challenges in our walk with Christ is that we have received a new Identity as sons of God, but we still walk with an orphan mindset/spirit. 
· The Orphan mindset is always aware of his short comings, he is aware of all the wrong doings he’s done in life, always feeling guilty of sin. Guilt produces a feeling of shame, shame causes a person the withdraw or hide in fear of being condemned. For example: if you owe someone money and you see that person in public, you are instantly reminded of the debt owed. Your first reaction would be to avoid that person to avoid feeling shame. 
· An orphans spirit does not feel accepted producing a performance like behaviour, trying to earn forgiveness and acceptance. An orphans mindset struggles with self- confidence, carrying a fear of failure. 
· But thank God for Jesus Christ who did not leave us as orphans, but accepted (adopted) us and made us His very own child. Jesus made us children by removing the consequences of our wrong doing (sins) by paying for it with His Blood.

KEY SCRIPTURES: 

· John 14:18
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

· Hebrews 9:14 NLT
14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God

· Hebrews 10:19 NLT
19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place.

God is not sin conscious, we are:

· 1 Corinthians 5:19 NLT
19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them.

· Hebrews 8:12 NLT
12 And I will forgive their wickedness,
    and I will never again remember their sins.”


· Isaiah 43:25 NLT
25 “I—yes, I alone—will blot out your sins for my own sake
    and will never think of them again.”

Dwelling in His presence produces confidence:

· Hebrews 13:5-6 NLT
“I will never fail you.
    I will never abandon you.”
6 So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper,
    so I will have no fear.
    What can mere people do to me?”


WHAT DO WE LEARN IN THE SCRIPTURES ABOVE?
· An orphan is aware of his sins. The same happens to us, the moment we feel the need to spend time with Jesus we feel like we first have to beg God to forgive our sins. This makes us feel a feeling of shame, which kills your fire to pray, its supresses your confidence to pray or ask for anything.
· Hebrews 9:14 (see above) clearly states the blood of Christ purified our consciences from sinful deeds. Which means He does not what us to constantly be conscious of sins He already forgave. Being sin conscious will hinder you from worshiping Him for who He truly is. You cannot be sin conscious and worship Him at the same time.
· To continue with the example previously used of seeing someone in public you owe money: You tried avoiding the person, but somehow you end standing in the same payment que. Immediately you start confessing your debt, but to you surprise the person replies “Don’t worry about, I totally forgot about it. You don’t owe me anything!”. Immediately you feel the sense of relief, feeling free, letting you guard down. You walked around thinking all that person was thinking about was the money you owed him. Meanwhile it was the last thing on his mind. 
· The same goes with our relationship with God. We think that when looks at us all He can’t think of Is the sin we have. Meanwhile He sees you just as He sees His Son.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
•  Knowing how God sees and feels about us gives us great joy and confidence to live the life a has for us. Boldy stepping into His presence will empower us to boldly step into this world, establishing His Kingdom by loving people.

Spirit of an orphans VS Spirit of a son:
1. The orphan spirit operates out of insecurity and jealousy. The spirit of sonship functions out of love and acceptance.

2. The orphan spirit is jealous of the success of his brothers. The mature son is committed to the success of his brothers.

3. The orphan spirit serves God to earn the Father’s love. The mature son serves God out of a sense of divine acceptance and favor.

4. The orphan spirit is driven by the need for success. The Spirit leads the mature son into his calling and mission.

5. The orphan spirit uses people as objects to fulfill their goals. Mature sons serve people to bless the kingdom.

6. The orphan spirit is always in competition with others. The spirit of sonship is always blessing others.

7. The orphan spirit has a lack of self-esteem. The spirit of sonship walks in the love and acceptance of Father God

8. The orphan spirit receives their primary identity through material possessions, their physical appearance, and activities. The spirit of sonship has their identity grounded in their sonship and their Father’s affirmation

GROUP DISCUSSION:
· What stood out for you in this conversation 
· How will you prayer & day to day life change knowing He chooses not to remember your sins

APPLICATION:
Each morning, begin not with what you lack, but with where you live: 'I live in the glory of God’s love.' Let that reality shape your words, your work, your worship.
