

3

Group Notes - “Unbroken Fellowship with the Father”
Week 2
THEME FOR THE WEEK: No one desires fellowship with you more than God the Father.
INTRODUCTION:
We are continuing with our series "Unbroken Fellowship with the Father." As mentioned last week, as we live life, there are many "ups and downs," and we try to make sense of everything in our lives. In this series, we discuss aspects of God’s revelation to humanity that form the core of ultimately living a life of fulfilment and impact.

KEY SCRIPTURE: John 1:10-11
QUESTION TO ANSWER IN THIS SESSION:
How do we define grace, and what example does God demonstrate for us in it? How do I experience this grace practically in my everyday life?
DISCUSSION:
John 1:10-11
"He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him."
 * People believe that God has a relationship with humanity based on his state of human brokenness and sin.
 * But everything had already begun even before humanity existed—before the foundation of the world.
 * Even though His "own" people did not receive Him, He still took the first step, taking the initiative because He wanted to be with His people.
The Incarnation of Jesus proves this initiative of God.
John 1:14
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."
 * In the original text, this refers to God "tabernacle" with His people. We see this with the nation of Israel and in the detailed specifications for Moses to build the Tabernacle—with the Courtyard, the Holy Place, and the Most Holy Place. The Most Holy Place was the part of the Tabernacle where God's holiness and presence were, because God wanted to be with His people.
John 17:24
Father, I want those You have given me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory you have given me because you loved Me before the creation of the world.
A total repositioning/relocation of humanity has occurred.
 * There's a story about a friend of ours who immigrated to New Zealand—a total "relocation" happened for him, so much so that he now supports the All Blacks. (That’s criminal!:) )
 * A 'divine exchange' therefore took place for us in Christ.
 * Guilt and shame have given way to forgiveness and a new identity in Christ.
John 17:22
"I have given them the glory that You gave me, that they may be one as We are one."
 * As we shared earlier, God's relationship with humanity is not from a place of despair and doubt.
 * God's relationship now happens from a new revelation: "An Unbroken Fellowship with the Father!"
What is it all about!
Eternal life is not a future time; eternal life means intimacy and unity with God now!
 * Just as John 1:10-11 indicates humanity's rejection of God, so verse 12 is the solution.
John 1:12
"Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God."
John 17:3
Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
· "Eternal life is not primarily about a point in time—it’s about relationship. It’s not life after death—it’s life in Him, now.”
· We are therefore designed for "fellowship"—and the key for us to experience this is our faith in God.
PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
 * Everything in life is dependent on our understanding of our intimate relationship with the Father. How do you think this can be seen in everyday life?
 * What assurance does the knowledge that Jesus has shared His glory with us give you when it comes to life's challenges—sickness, poverty, political challenges, divorce, negative parent/child relationships, and more?
PRAY TOGETHER:
 * Take a moment and pray for people in the group who are going through all kinds of challenges right now.
 * Also, take a moment and pray for our city, our country, and the broader community—that there will be good leadership, wisdom, and the will to change.
